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SUBJECT: AN OCCASION FOR THANKSGIVING 

THE HOLIDAY RECENTLY PAST WAS AN OCCASION POR THANKS- 
GIVING ON NUMEROUS COUNTS, NOT LEAST BECAUSE WITH MY 
SECOND VISIT TO GUAYAQUIL NOW SCHEDULED FOR DECEMBER 3, 
THE END OP A TWO MONTH'S ROUND OF OFFICIAL CALLS IS AT 
LONG LAST IN SIGHT. I WILL BY THEN HAVE PAID OPPICIAL 
VISITS TO 12 CABINET MINISTERS, 3 RELIGIOUS PIGURES, 26 
CHILES OP MISSION, 12 OTHER CENTRAL GOVERNMENT OFPICIALS, 

AND 7 ASSORTED LOCAL DIGNITARIES, SUCH AS PORMER PRESIDENTS, 
GOVERNORS, MAYORS, AND THE LIKE. IT HAS BEEN A USUALLY 
INTERESTING, SOMETIMES BORING, OCCASIONALLY ONEROUS, BUT 
GENERALLY REWARDING EXERCISE. I HAVE TWO GENERAL 
IMPRESSSIONS FROM IT ALL: 

1. ALL ECUADOREANS RECEIVED ME COURTEOUSLY AND CIVILLY 
AND MOST OF THEM EXPRESSED THEIR HOPE POR CLOSER RELATIONS 
WITH THE U.S. WHILE ONE WOULD NORMALLY EXPECT SOME SUCH 
EXPRESSIONS, THE BREADTH OP THE SENTIMENT AND WHAT OPTEN 
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SEEMED TO ME THE WARMTH OP IT WAS SOMEWHAT DIPPERENT THAN 
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WHAT I HAD EXPECTED. WHETHER THIS DESIRE FOR CLOSER 
RELATIONS CAN SURVIVE THE TEST OF PRACTICAL PROBLEM 
SOLVING, WHETHER IT CAN BE TRANSLATED INTO ANYTHING 
CONCRETE, IS, AS A FORMER CHIEF OF MINE USED TO SAY, A 
HORSE FROM ANOTHER GARAGE. BUT THE DESIRE EXISTS. 

2. AMONG THOSE OF MY COLLEAGUES WHO ARE GENERALLY 
CONSIDERED TO BE WELL INFORMED, THERE IS A CONSENSUS THAT 
THE RODRIGUEZ GOVERNMENT HAS GAINED STRENGTH IN RECENT 
MONTHS AND THAT IT IS SINCERELY TRYING TO GOVERN IN WHAT 
IT VIEWS AS THE INTERESTS OF THE COUNTRY. THEY BELIEVE IT 

HAD SOME REAL SUCCESS 
(I.E., ITS PETROLEUM POLICY), 

ALTHOUGH THEY SEE SOME PROBLEMS AHEAD TOO, SUCH AS THOSE 
CREATED BY THE POLITICAL IMPACT OF RISING PRICES. WHILE THEY 
SHARE OUR DIFFICULTY IN PLACING THIS GOVERNMENT IN AN 
IDEOLOGICAL PIGEONHOLE, SOME FIND MERIT IN THE 
CHARACTERIZATION OF THE GOE AS "TALKING LIKE PERU BUT 
ACTING LIKE BRAZIL". MOST, I SUPPOSE, WOULD AGREE WITH 
THE GOE'S OWN THESIS THAT THIS IS A "NATIONAL", WHICH IS 
TO SAY, VERY ECUADOREAN GOVERNMENT. 

BREWSTER 
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